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Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) are a class of man-made chemicals that include PFOA, PFOS, and GenX chemicals.
Since the 1940’s PFAS have been manufactured and used in a variety of industries in the United States and around the globe.
PEAS are found in everyday items such as food packaging, non-stick products, and stain repellent fabrics. PFAS are also
widely used in industrial applications and for firefighting. PFAS can enter the environment through production or waste
streams and are very persistent in the environment and the human body. As a critical step for estimating exposure and risk,
EPA researchers are developing and validating analytical methods that will ensure government and private laboratories can
accurately and consistently measure PFAS in the environment.

This webinar will detail EPA’s current research on developing validated analytical methods for analyzing PFAS in environmental
media. This research is in varicus stages of development, and includes methods development for drinking water; groundwater;
surface water; wastewater; and solids, including soils, sediments, and biosolids. The webinar will also include information

on the November 2018 update to EPA Method 537. This validated method, which was first published in 2009 to initially
determine 14 different PFAS in drinking water, has been updated (EPA Method 537.1) to include four more PFAS, including
GenX chemicals, specifically the Hexafluoropropylene oxide dimer acid, as well as 11-chloroeicosafluoro-3-oxaundecane-1-
sulfonic acid (11C-PF30UdS), 9-chlorohexadecafluoro-3-oxanone-t-sulfonic acid (9CPF30NS), and 4,8-dioxa-3H-
perfluorononanoic acid (ADONA). Method 537.1 can be used by EPA's Regions and other government and commercial
environmental laboratories to measure PFAS in drinking water.
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